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Ringing of the Bell                  Rebecca Pike, Bell-Ringer 

A Thought as the Service Begins 
When you're weary, feeling small  
When tears are in your eyes I will dry them all  
I'm on your side when times get rough  
And friends just can't be found; 
Like a bridge over troubled water  
I will lay me down.                        (Paul Simon) 

(We ask that you turn off the ringers on your cell phones, beepers and 
electronic devices. Please join us in a time of quiet during the prelude.) 

Prelude  Moanin'          (Jon Hendricks, B. Timmons) 

Call to Worship   Down to the River to Pray                  (traditional) 

Welcome and Announcements       David Gordon, Worship Leader 

*Hymn  Building a New Way (Martha Sandefer)         #1017 
(in the blue hymnal) 

Chalice &  Advent Wreath L ighting            John Jackson 

Response Hymn   (please remain seated)           #123 
Spirit of Life, come unto me. 
Sing in my heart all the stirrings of compassion. 
Blow in the wind, rise in the sea; 
Move in the hand, giving life the shape of justice. 
Roots hold me close; wings set me free; 
Spirit of life, come to me, come to me. 

A Time for  All Generations  

Singing the Children and Teachers to Game Sunday 
Go now in peace. Go now in peace.            #413 
May the love of God surround you 
Everywhere, everywhere you may go. (repeat) 

Candles of Celebration and Concern 
You are invited to come forward, light a candle and briefly share a joy or 
sorrow that has touched your life. 

Reading                  Gin Mackey 

Offer tory  Blue            (Joni Mitchell) 

*Offer tory Response  (Words: Barbara Rich; Music: Joshua Rich) 

Today we give our time 
Our compassion, wit and song 
Everyday we can choose, 
To begin again in love. 

We give what we can, 
Generous as we can 
Opening the doors 
To begin again in love.  

Songs   The Blues Don't Care Who's Got 'Em (Vic Abrams) 
Bridge Over Troubled Water                (Paul Simon) 

Reflection The Poetry of Blues        Patrick Hughes 

Songs   Soulshine                                        (Warren Haynes) 
Revival                                  (Richard Forrest Betts) 

*Hymn  Wayfaring Stranger               (traditional) 
I'm just a poor wayfaring stranger 
A-traveling through this world of woe 
But there's no sickness, toil or danger 
In that bright world to which I go 

I'm going there to see my father 
I'm going there no more to roam 
I'm just a-going over Jordan 
I'm just a-going over home 

I know dark clouds will gather 'round me 
I know my way is rough and steep 
But beauteous fields lie just beyond me 
Where souls redeemed their vigil keep 

(Service continues on back cover) 



I'm going there to meet my mother 
She said she'd meet me when I come 
I'm only going over Jordan  
I'm only going over home 

I'm just a poor wayfaring stranger 
A-traveling through this world of woe 
But there's no sickness, toil or danger 
In that bright world to which I go 

I'm going there to see my saviour 
I'm going there no more to roam 
I'm just a-going over Jordan 
I'm just a-going over home 

*Sung Benediction Carry the Flame         (Yates, Brown) 
Carry the flame of peace and love  
Until we meet again.  (repeat) 

Postlude  Rollin' and Tumblin'          (McKinley Morganfield) 

(Please remain seated during the Postlude. You are also invited to come to 
the front of the church and light a candle silently during this time. Please 

place your candle toward the back of the candle table. We ask the 
congregation to remain seated in quiet until the last candle is lit.) 

*Please stand as you are able. 

Large Print Hymnals, Sunday Bulletins and Assisted Listening Devices are 
available at the sanctuary doors. If you don’ t wish to keep your Sunday 
Bulletin, please place it one of the recycle baskets at the sanctuary exits. 

*  *  *  *  
Join us downstairs for good food and conversation immediately 

following the service!  

The flowers in church this morning are given in loving memory of 
Beatrice C. Synnott from her daughter, Marcia Synnott  

and son, Thomas Synnott. 

Special thanks this morning to the musicians: 
Steve Burne (bass)  Paul Funch (flute) 
Kevin Hinds (drums)  Mary Torgersen (vocals) 
Andrew Watson (guitar)  Shawn McCann (keyboards) 

Greeters:   Sue Beers, Alice VanOrmer 
Ushers:   Jim Frey, Amy Sturm 

 

FIRST PARISH CHURCH 
Groton, Massachusetts 

 
 

A Warm Welcome to All!  
There is childcare for infants and toddlers through age 4 years 
beginning at 9:50 AM on the second floor of the East Wing and 
you are welcome to take children there at any time during the 
service.  There are quiet toys in the soft, red pouches in each 

pew. The service is also broadcast downstairs in the large room 
beneath us if children become restless. 

 
“We are a community seeking to deepen spiritually, to take care 

of one another, and to be a blessing to the world.”�


